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costs by 16 percent and industrial en-
ergy costs by 32 percent in just 4 years
with no measurable effect on green-
house gases.

The Heritage Foundation projects
the Waxman-Markey impact on Amer-
ica will be a 74 percent increase in gas-
oline prices, a 90 percent increase in
electricity prices, and at least 850,000
jobs lost every year. The energy bill for
the average American household will
go up over $3,000 per year. That is ex-
actly what the authors want. President
Obama recently stated that the only
way a cap-and-tax scheme will work is
for higher energy costs. They have to
‘“‘skyrocket.”

I urge my colleagues to reject this
bill that is all economic pain and no
environmental gain and, instead, join
me in supporting the American Energy
Act that promotes and develops domes-
tic energy sources, encourages con-
servation, and advances renewable
technologies while pursuing America’s
competitive edge.

———

COMMENDING BRIGADIER
GENERAL JAMES P. COMBS

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, today I come
to the floor to honor an individual who
has sacrificed over 42 years of his life
for this great Nation.

Brigadier General James P. Combs
has proudly and gallantly served his
country on foreign soil in the countries
of Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Iraq. He
was appointed Commander of our Joint
Forces Training Base in Los Alamitos,
California, on November 1, 2005. Gen-
eral Combs retired from Federal serv-
ice on October 1, 2007, at which time
Governor Schwarzenegger assigned him
in a State active duty position to re-
main as the base commander.

On July 4, 2009, in just a little over a
week, General Combs will retire from
the United States Armed Forces. And
on behalf of those who have had the
honor to serve with him and a grateful
Nation, I commend him on his numer-
ous accomplishments, his outstanding
leadership, and his incredible military
career.

Brigadier General James P. Combs
will always remain a soldier’s soldier
and a true American hero.

——————

CAP THE TAXACRATS AND TRADE
THEM FOR OFFSHORE RIGS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
this country has lost nearly 3 million
jobs just this year. That’s over a mil-
lion more than the 2 million men,
women, and children, including illegals
living within the fourth largest city in
the United States, namely, Houston,
Texas.
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We are still buying oil from dictators
who don’t like us because the enviro-
elites are dead set on their none-of-the-
above energy plan. No oil, no gasoline,
no oil shale, no clean coal, no nuclear,
no drilling, and that means no natural
gas. Just what do they expect to use to
power the Nation’s cities and industry?

The taxacrats’ plan is simple: tax en-
ergy consumption. And because of
these new taxes and higher energy
costs, even more jobs are at risk.

According to the National Black
Chamber of Commerce, the national
energy tax will cost another 2.5 million
jobs in America. America cannot afford
any more of this change. The cap-and-
trade bill will cost jobs, raise taxes,
raise the cost of energy, and, according
to the Congressional Budget Office,
won’t even significantly help the cli-
mate.

The bill is bad for everybody except
the enviro-elites who get more govern-
ment control over the rest of us. What
we need to do is cap the taxacrats and
trade them for some offshore rigs in
the Gulf of Mexico.

And that’s just the way it is.

COMMENDING TULAROSA HIGH
SCHOOL

(Mr. TEAGUE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, I
want to congratulate Tularosa High
School in Tularosa, New Mexico, for re-
ceiving a bronze medal in U.S. News
and World Report’s annual report of
the best high schools in America.

This award shows that Tularosa High
School is serving all of its students
well regardless of their backgrounds.
Also, this means that the school is per-
forming well on a broad range of indi-
cators, not just one or two, and that
the students learning there are getting
the training that they need to do well
in college. Tularosa High School not
only performed well against its peers in
New Mexico, but competed admirably
with schools across the United States.

Schools like Tularosa High School
achieve such great distinctions because
of the hard work and dedication of the
teachers, staff, and administration.
Their students also deserve to be com-
mended for fully taking advantage of
all of the opportunities provided to
them at Tularosa High School. It takes
a team of hardworking folks to make
this type of progress.

I am honored to have schools like
Tularosa High School in my district. I
commend their achievement and wish
them luck in replicating it again.

————
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IRANIAN ELECTIONS: WHERE’S
THE PROOF?

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

June 24, 2009

Mr. STEARNS. Good
Madam Speaker.

My colleagues, it is vital that the
elected officials in the United States
express their solidarity with those who
peacefully advocate for freedom in
Iran.

It is clear that the votes in the Ira-
nian elections were manipulated. An
analysis by the London-based Chatham
House, a British think tank, found that
the turnout in two provinces exceeded
100 percent, along with other fraudu-
lent activities. How could they count
40 million votes in 4 hours, many of
them paper votes?

Let’s see a list of registered voters
and voter turnout by province and how
these elections compare with earlier
Iranian elections. These are crucial
questions and considerations in deter-
mining the validity of these elections.

I agree with the President that the
disputed elections are a matter for the
Iranians to resolve themselves. How-
ever, as a leader of the Free World, the
President should have stepped up ear-
lier in support of the pro-democracy
demonstrators and in condemning the
attacks on them. And he should ask,
Where is the proof? Where is the proof
in the Iranian elections?

morning,

RECOGNIZING  OUTGOING  OFFI-
CIALS OF THE EIGHTH DISTRICT
OF ILLINOIS

(Ms. BEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BEAN. Madam Speaker, I rise to
recognize the outstanding contribu-
tions of the outgoing village presidents
and mayors from the Eighth District of
Illinois.

In April, following municipal elec-
tions and retirements, many of our
local leaders left office, including Bill
Gentes from Round Lake, Scott Gifford
from Deer Park, Keith Hunt from Haw-
thorn Woods, Dick Hyde from Wau-
kegan, Tom Hyde from Island Lake,
Cindy Irwin from Fox Lake, Dorothy
Larson from  Antioch, Catherine
Mechert from Bartlett, Ted Mueller
from Hainesville, Rita Mullins from
Palatine, Tim Perry from Grayslake,

Virginia Povidas from Lakemoor,
Salvatore Saccomanno from
Wauconda, and John Tolomei from

Lake Zurich. Their long-standing serv-
ice embodies what leadership is all
about.

Our mayors often serve as the voice
of our local communities and are the
closest contact for many residents on
government issues. I thank them all
for actively representing their cities
and in their dealings with my office on
Federal issues. I have enjoyed working
with each and every one of them and
wish them the best of success. They
have assisted our office in better serv-
ing our communities and all Illinois
families.
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